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If buffaloes can be slaughtered, 
why not cows, asks K't~ka mantri 

Congress Mulls 
Tweaking Law 
On Slaughter 

TIMESNEWSN£TWORK 

Bengaluru: The Congress 
government in Karnataka is 
contemplating amendlna the 
stringent Karnataka Preven· 
tion of Cow Slaughter and 
Preservation of Cattle 
(Amendment) Bill, 2020, 
passed In the state legislature 
by the previous BJP govern· 
ment in 2021. 

Hinting that it would be 
amended, and arguing that it 
would be done in the larger 
interest of farmers, K Venka· 
tesh, animal husbandry and 
veterinary sciences min isler. 
asked: "If buffaloes can be 
slaUBhtered, why not cows?" 

In an attempt tojustity his 
reasbning, the minister said 
farmers were strUBgilng to 
maintain aged cattle and dis· 
pcIIe of the dead. He claimed 
10 have himself faced some 
difficulty in disposing of a 
cow that died at his (arm· 
house recently: 

The erstwhile BJP govern, 
ment of as Yediyurnppa had 

introduced t\lo'O bills in 2010 
and 2012, amending a 1964 Act. 
The bills were withdrawn in 
2014 by the then Congress goy. 
ernmentledbySiddaramaiah. 

Unlikethel9&lAct, \\-l1ich 
allowed slaughter of bulls, 
bullocks and buffaloes. the 
new law bans the slaughter of 
"cow, calf of a cow and bull 
and bullocks of all ages and a 
buffalo below the age or 13 
years~ . The 1964law allOVo'ed 
the slaughter of bullocks, 
buffaloes, male or female, if 
they were cenifled by a com· 
petent authority to be above 
the age of 12 years, incapaci· 
tated for breeding or deemed 
sick. That law had banned the 
kWingo( anycoworcalf of a 
she-buffalo. 

In February 202l,amid up. 

marious scenes with opposi· 
tion members tearing up co· 
pies of the bill, the Karnala· 
ka PreventlonofCow Slaugh· 
ter and Preservation of 
Cattle (Amendment) Bill, 
2020 was passed by voice vote 
In thelegislativecouncU 

In the amended bill, BJP 
had enLa11Jed the definition 
of cattle, made punishment 
harsher and raised the age 
limit of cattle for slaughter. 
The 2020 bill also gave powers 
to police officers to search 
premises and seize cattle and 
materials used or In tended to 
be used to commit illegalcat· 
tIe slaughter, with imprison· 
ment from three to 5e\'en 
years and a penalty between 
Rs 50,000 and Rs 51akh for the 
first offence. 
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